Classifying Bugs

There are MILLIONS of varieties of insects.

Over 350,000
kinds of us have been
identified so far.

There are more kinds of
beetles than any other
creature on earth!

How can we keep track of so many kinds and tell them all apart?

Scientists tell living things apart by classifying them.
What is classifying? It's easier to show you than tell you.

What You Need: Your model bugs and the game on the back of this sheet.

What To Do: 0o
Pick up one bug at a time and send it through the chart.
Follow the line until you come to a diamond. out
Then follow the line that answers the question in the
diamond. Write the bug's name in the box it ends up in. out

AMAZING COLEOPTERA FACTOID!

‘ COLEOPTERA MEANS BEETLES,

£ B &

Beeries are Just one ORDER OF INSECT. Laoysuss ARE BEETLES. SO ARE FIREFLIES.

[ vou tao JUST ONE o every known TYPE OF BEETLE, AND DUMPED THEM ALL ON YOUR LIVING
ROOM FLOOR, YOU WouLD covEr YouR FLoor wiTH A CARPET OF BEETLES severac incues

THIcK. Ano REMEMBER, NO TWO OF THESE BEETLES WOULD BE THE SAME KIND. PICTURE ir!
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Write the bugs' names or
put the bugs in the ovals.

6 legs 8 legs

pinchers &
stinger?

[insects] [arachnids]

see
through

number
of wings?

big eyes

DETAILS: & hary
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oops! [count the wings again from underneath]

long
& thin

abdomen
shape?

D

body smooth

surface

folded around

missing wide & fat

thorn-like
head?

thin

back legs

which legs
are largest?

\ smaoth body &
DETAILS:

large pincher jaws

front legs
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Other? Are you sure a

real bug didn't crawl in?

Please try it again. When you finish, you may check your
answers with the parent guide.
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